Unmasking Online Behavior: investigating
Narcissism, Impulsivity, and Ghosting
Trends

Anna Maria Austin & Marina Lepenioti | PS4935, Final Year Project Il
Supervisor: Dr Petropoulos Petalas

Previous literature

* Dark triad individuals prefer reward — seeking behaviors. People with high dark triad traits report lower levels of satisfaction and commitment and are more willing to terminate a personal
romantic relationship (Jonason and Jackson, 2016).

* Narcissist have been known to maladaptively use their extraversion and assertiveness to generate a more concrete self-image (Miller et al., 2021, Maltby et al. 2016), as they too are also
insecure individuals (Grapsas et al., 2019) resulting in a greater need for recognition and grandiosity ego (Miller et al., 2021) .

e Trolls are notorious for carefully curating their online personas depending on the cyber spaces they occupy with the goal of annoying other users and causing harm (Jones & Brice 2019).

* Trolling can be regarded as a risky behavior since the consequences of being uncovered as a troll (bans and reports) can be detrimental to the self-esteem of the instigators, as they may also
face social sanctions in real life. This is also an important factor behind the preference for operating under an anonymous account(Navarro-Carrillo et al., 2021).

* Trolling is more frequent in men than women (Navarro-Carrillo 2021, Hong & Cheng 2018, Tang & Fox 2016).

* Literature is inconclusive for ghosting and gender (Hampton et al., 2011).

The current studies aimed to bridge the gaps in literature METHODS
concerning the behavior of individuals in the Dark Tetrad on the
e Self report measures

Short dark triad questionnaire
Study A Narcissism induction Task

H1: Ghosting will be highly appealing to individuals that scored anelisalstie meim riEEL e snd [ive iy Cuestienz e

high on dark Triad traits.

RQ: Is there a difference between men and women in ghosting ? Behavioral measures

Study B Study A: Ghosting task

In study A, we developed a behavioral task to examine how participants would behave in a scenario of a conversation
with a potentially romantic interest, in terms of the likelihood to ghost their counterparts.

Regardless of the condition they were placed under (narcissism induction vs control group), participants were shown
a series of long saturated and short texts. They were then asked to indicate the likelihood to ghost their counterparts
using a slider.

H1: High levels of narcissism will result in higher levels
frequency of trolling.

H2: Higher impulsivity will result in higher rates of trolling.
H3: Men will be more likely to engage in trolling.

Study B: Online Trolling Impulsivity task
DISCUSSION In study B, we developed a behavioral task to investigate how participants would behave in the comment section of a
simulated social media feed, and specifically if they would engage in trolling or not.
Participants were shown fake twitter posts and had the ability to “like, dislike, ignore” and comment. They were also
given instructions to comment as they would in real life if their identity was hidden. After each stimulus was
presented, participants were asked to rate the likelihood they would comment something similar in real life, using two
sliders, if their identity was hidden or public.

The way in which individuals behave online depends on multiple
factors, most importantly however, personality. Both studies
highlighted how people in the Dark Triad choose to boost their egos,
and cause discomfort to others online, through malicious interactions
(trolling and ghosting). Gender as well as anonymity were also shown
to be great predictors of trolling, as for ghosting, no difference was
found between genders, however motives behind ghosting could be
different.
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This combined research poses a great question about how personality
and behavior is examined in social studies. Through the
implementation of behavioral measurements, we are able to
investigate behavior beyond self-reported activity.

It's crazy how people still believe the earth is round. If it was round
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the water would fall... Imao people are stupid nowadays. night?

Additionally, it can be argued that what matters most, is the control a
person has over their online image, since dating app profiles are also

carefully curated by the users and cannot be second guessed by their

circle.

Further research is needed in this domain to unmask the motives and
expressions of dark online behavior across the internet.
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RESULTS
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Study A
H1: A positive overall regression was found between dark triad
traits (M=74.87, SD=5.11) and likelihood to ghosting (M=14.34,

SD=1.74) and analysis revealed F(1,69) =5.61, p =0.021

RQ: T-Test results revealed non — significant difference between
females (M=5.27, SD=1.56) and males (M=5.00, SD=1.92), t (67)
=-0.626, p =0.525.

Overall Model
Narcissism

Note. ** results significant at the <.001 level
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